Building for Children’s Success. . . .
The Early Leaning Center - Reseda
The Child Development Institute’s (CDI) Early
Learning Center (ELC) in Canoga Park is a
wonderful surprising and magical place for
children to discover their world. Based on the
original ELC’s seven-year history of remarkable
success in Canoga Park, we are now duplicating
our efforts by opening a new CDI ELC in Reseda
another community of great need in the San
Fernando Valley. This new Center is vital for
serving at-risk children who face adversity
challenges in their development. We expect to
double the over 5,000 children and their families
whose lives we improve by opening our new
facility.
ELC Volunteer Mr. Ron reads to eager child.

At the ELC our programs support children and
families through three essential levels of care:
promotion of developmentally appropriate programs, prevention through developmental screenings and
early intervention services, which create a single point of access to care that ensures transparency and
coordination among all our services. All families enjoy play spaces designed to promote learning and selfdiscovery through experiences with nature, movement, sensory exploration and problem-solving. As they
play, our staff keep an eye out for children that may exhibit developmental issues, and onsite development
professionals answer parents’ questions, conduct developmental screenings, and connect children with
developmental services when necessary.
The ELC’s statistics speak for themselves:
•

Over 23,000 visitors came to the ELC in 2018, with 80% of families visiting the ELC more than
once per month.

•

96% of parents surveyed expressed a positive experience with ELC’s activities, programs, and
personnel.

•

Over 400 children benefited from developmental screenings, with 40% receiving referrals for
additional intervention or other services.

Like Canoga Park, this new ELC in Reseda is also a collaborative project, enacted with many community
partners, to bring comprehensive child and family services to a high-need community with a lack of childcare
resources. The ELC’s culturally congruent services will address the needs of children of all abilities, while
simultaneously ensuring early identification and intervention for children with special needs, including genetic,
biological or neurological conditions (such as autism, Down syndrome, and other conditions).
Through an integrated whole child approach, we consider all factors in a child’s development (relationships,
environments and communities), though our primary focus is on the child’s family. Families are the most
important providers of loving relationships that create nurturing environments, providing the foundation for a
child’s healthy development. Individualized treatment is delivered for each family to strengthen the
relationship between parent and child. As active participants in each step of their child’s therapy, parents learn
effective tools and strategies to use with their child in other settings.

This isn’t just child’s play
Juvenile delinquency and crime in general seem to be
an endemic problem of society and our community.
So much of what is done to address these problems is
reactive, dealing with the problem once it is identified
in the justice system or society. As you can see we
take a proactive approach. The ELC allows for an
innovative method of screening very young children as
they play in a rich, safe learning environment with a
parent, grandparent or significant adult.
In this setting we see a lot of children with speech
delays and challenging behaviors. Often children who
have trouble communicating with words will act out to CDI ELC Reseda Interior Concept
express themselves. This can cause problems in the
daycare, school and later in life. Early identification of developmental delays helps children get services
they need in order to help them successfully participate in school. For example, a child can learn how to
ask for a turn using their words, rather than bite or hitting another child to get the toy.
We also see children who are struggling to cope with big emotions or stressful situations. This can also
affect their behavior. Linking these children to family counseling and also helping families understand how
to help their young children build self-regulation skills is what we do at ELC.
These seemingly small interventions have dramatic effects on school performance which is key in the
reduction of juvenile delinquency and later adult crime. We catch these issues early and with professional
intervention set these children on the road to success.
CDI has already begun renovating the former mid-century church in Reseda to create the new ELC. Though CDI
is still in the process of conducting this $3,400,000 capital project to finish furnishing the new center 70% has
been raised toward the total costs. Contributions to this effort will now go to creating spaces that support
development through literacy, art, science, music, gardening, and health and wellness activities. This will
include a Children’s Discovery Zone, adaptive playground, indoor climbing tree, classroom kitchen, and
community garden. These interactive environments allow children to learn while broadening their
imaginations through free play as they begin to develop the skills and discover the world around them.
If you are interested in joining the team of donors, volunteers, and community partners supporting families
through the ELC in Reseda, we hope you won’t hesitate to reach out to us to learn more about this
opportunity.
Less than 1% of children in our surrounding communities are receiving interventional services.
40%

of families with developmental concerns about their child do not know where to turn for help.

65%

of children in our surrounding communities have at lease one risk factor known to
increase the chance of poor health and poor developmental outcomes.
Children with developmental concerns not identified before kindergarten are at
significant risk for failure in academics and life outcomes.
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